
Ways to Support Indigenous Issues and Native-Led Organizations 

 
 

Local History:  The Little River Band of Ottawa Indians, a Native Sovereign Nation based in 

Manistee, is the political successor to nine of the nineteen historic bands of the Grand River 

Ottawa people. The permanent villages of the Grand River Bands were originally located on the 

Thornapple River, Grand River, White River, Pere Marquette River and the Big and Little 

Manistee Rivers. The tribes’ 1836 Reservation on the Manistee River provided the Bands with a 

permanent home which gave them access to important hunting and trapping territories on the 

Manistee River system. Following the 1855 treaty, the nine Bands from which the Little River 

Ottawa descend established a major settlement known as “Indian Town” on the Pere Marquette, 

near present day Custer in Mason County.  As a result of historic circumstances, only that portion 

of the Grand River Ottawa people now known as the Little River Band of Ottawa, had its status as 

a federally recognized Indian tribe reaffirmed and restored by the United States in 1994.  

 

Native Americans were not “granted” citizenship and the right to vote until 1924.  And Native 

American “religious” freedom did not occur in the U.S. until 1978 with the enactment of the 

Religious Freedom Act.  Native American spirituality, which exists in Native American language 

and everyday life, was illegal to practice before 1978 and was viewed as “devil worship.”  

 

Generational Trauma/Historical Trauma/Intergenerational Trauma has become part of Indigenous 

peoples’ blood memory.  It leaves a mark on DNA (as documented by studies from the Max 

Planck Institute of Psychiatry, Munich, Germany).  

 

The people of the Little River Band of Ottawa Indians have had a continued presence on the lands 

their relatives have inhabited for centuries. Their beliefs are founded on strong family and moral 

values, which were interrupted by the forcible removal of ch ildren, every society’s most precious 

asset.  They are powerful today in recapturing for themselves what was so violently taken from 

them.  

 

Becoming true neighbors and allies to our local Native American community requires 

acknowledgement and understanding of this history, and support and respect  for  Native 

Americans’ language, culture, community, strength, joy, perseverance and resilience.  

• Participate in locally-led Native American programs and initiatives: 

Little River Band of Ottawa Indians (LRBOI), a Native Sovereign Nation, invites the 

public to its annual Jiingtamok at its Pow Wow grounds in Manistee each summer, and to 

its annual NME (Sturgeon Release) on the Manistee River at Rainbow Bend every 

September.  The LRBOI also holds an annual family language and culture camp and many 

cultural events, many of which are open to the public. Follow the LRBOI on Facebook or 

their website for current information.  www.lrboi-nsn.gov. 

Anishinaabemowin:  In addition to the LRBOI family language and culture camp, the 

LRBOI language expert Kenny Pheasant offers Anishinaabemowin language videos and 

resources via the website www.anishinaabemdaa.com and on Facebook at 

Anishinaabemdaa.  Listen to stories and learn some phrases! 

http://www.lrboi-nsn.gov/
http://www.anishinaabemdaa.com/

